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V.T.V. Damodaran: A Poet Shaped by Spirit, Carved by Culture

Mr. V.T.V. Damodaran stands as a luminous figure
among Indian poets - a self-made man whose life is
woven from perseverance, grace, and deep cultural
devotion. He possesses a rare poetic gift: the ability
to breathe life into nature and transform its quiet
mysteries into verse that resonates across conti-
nents, all while honouring the beauty of both Indian
and Emirati heritage.

For more than two decades, I have witnessed his
artistic journey. Damodaran's heart has long been
nourished by the affection and respect he received
in the UAE - a land whose generosity of spirit
inspired him to craft poems celebrating its vision,
its achievements, and the noble character of its
Rulers.

He is known not only for his literary talent, but for
his warm soul and quick wit - a man of honesty,
humility, and unwavering dedication. He listens to
his community, feels their concerns, and carries
their stories with empathy and wisdom. His gentle
presence allows him to connect deeply with people
from all walks of life.

Damodaran writes with disarming simplicity and
clarity, his poetry is free of pretension, rich with

meaning,

vavavava

and accessible to every heart that seeks truth in
words. He is, in every sense, a true lover of poetry.
His devotion to the UAE is etched in his work:
more than a dozen poems dedicated to its greatness
and its visionary leaders, many of which were
honoured with publication in the 999 Magazine of
Abu Dhabi Goverment.

I had the honour of accompanying him to Payyanur,
India, for an Indo-Arab Poets Conference where I
served as Chief Guest, and as the first Arab-Emirati
intellectual to recite poetry at that gathering, it
became a moment of cultural harmony between our
two nations. During that journey, I saw Damodaran
through the eyes of those around him, a mentor, a
guide, a fatherly figure radiating integrity, compas-
sion, and noble humanity.

He is the recipient of many honours, and I offer him
my heartfelt wishes for continued success, for his
journey is not merely a literary one - it is a bridge of
cultures, a testament to friendship, and a beacon of

poetic truth.

Dr. Khaled Al Dhanhani
Chairman
Fujairah Social & Cultural Association

Fujairah, United Arab Emirates



- | =N

'
.

~
8 ndMO 0

¢-time flow of milky light, en linﬁ
Ily built stylish Mansion, to build the Mosque,
"becomes breeze and fondle, _ _ aise five times voice,
e Sun, SheikhZayed! . ere to prostrate.
onest sound - he heaven-like murals,

e C3

o

*--

In this roa S orea

He planted and brought up the greeﬁ, * Barren land converted 1€ ,
Before leaving, he made a miracle, Beloved Sultan, I reminisce you!'
The wonder is known as the Grand Mosque! On the blue lake-shore in the court-yard

I stopped awhile, heard echoes of wind,
Call of Allah! fills my heart, the omniscient.
Oh Beloved Sheikh Zayed! my mind murmurs!

Not the sky-scraper the famous Eiffel Minaret,
Not that the Great wall of the East,
Not even the epitome of ShahJahan,

The love-incarnate, the wonder of the world.
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Golden Quill

The sky of love-world has amazing light,
Emarat made of consoling golden quill
People in the saddle spread virtue in all,
Lively India, my respects with folded palms.

Heaven built on sand bank, the King glorified,
Never does SheikhZayed die in our hearts,

The oasis sans caste-religious segregation,

Sans the borders of tongue or country contented.

Cool shadows to dependents by date palm garden,
More than expected given, sweet prosperity,

The great universal Prophet had imagined,
Human greatness universal full of values.

Protects truth-dharma uncompromisingly,
Freedom of faith given liberal to all,
Given birth brought up refinement in full
Variety of beauty is India and Arabia.

How many empires splintered in the flow of time!
Time dearly protected these sacred cultures,
Shower we hearty wishes to all of you,

Long live the glories of these Great Lands



MARTYRS

You are the pride of the Motherland,
Ever smiling in our green memory,

The time-world of Allah is too dear,
You, the martyrs accepted them warmly,
Self-willed breast of Emarat

You did not sleep in peace,
Cool shades of mother's I
Not an iota you have 2 )SC
Flowers smile, ¢t ] "
No wasted time -

Great is the refuge of humanity,
Great too is this sand bank.
You bid farewell to move,
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Virtue

Virtuous four decades in this desert,
Meadows of heaven-made benediction to all
Let me shower hearty wishes, again--
Let the fame of land soar continuous.

Millions of the down trodden on Earth
This holy land happened to protect,

In the minds of humans in sand-banks spread
A flowery garden it became a blessed land.

Burning wick exhausted in painful dreams,
gave glorious glare to the welfare land,




Shores of Affection

Beyond the bygone time of memory, It was the wind that sang the song,
They loved,India and Arabia.... Aboard the ship of time the song heard,
Time to tell unending tales, On shores the blossomed virtue.
Too sea-deep is this tale, The saints, the universal prophets,
The story of love not gone out, They gave us all universal culture,
Lands of the land always praised.. } The sacred values of human world,
Time then gave virtue, existing time -4 Are they not given by India and Arabia?
} There is purity, we see it cool, R Today in the garden of UAE,
= In future, the growth of human values. “\ Famed SheikhZayed’s own land___2
:h& It was the sea who told the wind first, ‘ﬁ{ Shine like white marbles HF‘
oy 4 Heart to heart relation with India"™™%
b
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SHEIKH ZAYED

How can we forget the fragrance spread, Spread under the palm fruit Musala,
Through the sand dunes, the hues of dusk, Forehead touched on land you prayed,
Even in shadow, see your full moon smile, Prodded the ember of the hot sand,
This night of lunar lamp lit. You created heaven of oasis.
Permeating a fortune on the mother land, Man the epitome, love with empathy,
How swiftly you walked away to eternal peace, Deathless memory of flowers again,
Evaded your sleep, for us to sleep, You left in bygone days unknown,
Thou will ever cherish in our minds Your foot prints are on this sand.

Prostrating time, unending song
Echoes the fresh, fresh memory,
Tender wind-like waves-like,

The festivities of year's memory.

Great human! Symbol of motherly love, e
The world will never forget belovedZayed, e
Burning memory of the great day, i
Golden star, King of Kings Zayed
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GANDHI AND ZAYED

India's gift of virtuoso, L lng orching forest of sand

Gandhi wiped agony from us. . In that heat, sweat you are solace.
Memories that pour endless, T ~ Appeas _I'fhe anguished minds

By the rise of thy divine birth. : ou became cool breeze.

All countries extol India, kin to Gandhi, a father of the Nation

My birth here 1s sacred. i Spotless white attires of the Father
Thoughts of truth-dharma- Optimistic Gandhi ever remembered.
Fraternity, flower here, i i Whatever he has, he donated liberally

In this beautiful land ofUAE. He hated violence of any kind,

I came to work for a livelih(_)b; Though I am not born in the age of Gandhi,
I saw Gandhi herein Zayed But I am happy I could live at the age of Zayed
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Lamp Never Dimmed

Set, but never gone, You support the hapless,
Your light lingers, Why born on earth?

Faded albeit, A wail of cry away

Spreads thy fragrance you sprayed moon blanch
Out of sight, your figure, Fills in my front Your presence I crave
Paused my speech, That lonely desert land,
Your voice still lingers, You built heaven, Oh king,
So generous the Sun Only your body disappeared
Love incarnate, rises You are ever before us,

Why daily it is so? Blossom of memory flowers,

We shed tears, pray,

We pray for you
Shaik Zayed, the holy,

For your salvation.......

vavavava



By caste, creed'c live this way
Hail Abu Dhab

The great king, a sage who all

ity and love prevail.

d tolerance that raised,

Worship of severalG - anc o = ._ ty, this Great Temple

Of only one God. Now a land a:

Of Adhan call, praye:r‘:' ah ¢ -

Together with chimes of te ] N | +§ a5
Seven are the Emirates here, like - % dgguin— 5 ."_ o
Seven deities reside here eternally :
Siva-Parvathi, Sita-Ram, Radha Krishna
Jagannatha, Ayyappa, Swami Narayan & Venkatesh
To rain blessings constantly, they all dwell

In this ultimate wonder of temple before you
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arden Of Humanity

O great kingdom!

That showers mercy on all
| bow low unto you

In your holy presence.

Citizens of countless lands
Reach here and savour
The honey of your
Boundless love.

Turned the blazing desert
Into a pleasing paradise
The virtuous King,

Great Sheikh Zayed.

The wind and the sea always
Sing your supreme praise
The United Arab Emirates

Is a heaven on Earth.

As millions of humans
Flock here for boons
Like your own children
You love them all.

Days when virtues
Blossom on Earth

The celebration is on now
Of the community year.

Years will roll on, yet
Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan
Will forever shine

As the Sun in every soul.

And the world will sing
Emirates’ eternal glory
Along with beats of winds
And tides of seas---

-
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The Heartbeat of Peace

Let the sirens Fall to silence,

let the engines lose their cry, -
For the earth is worn with sorrow, and her tears have run too dry. - G .
She trembles under memory, under ash that will remain 5=

From Hiroshima's shadowed morning: Never, never come again.
From Nagasaki's broken silence: Never, never come again.

Let no more ghosts be written on the pavements of the dawn, *
No more shadows burned in stone, no more lives so quickly gone.

Let no door be marked with blood, no sky be torn apart

Let no fire ever again outlive a human heart.

We are children of one planet, though we trace our lines in sand, \
Yet the earth is but a single breath held in a Fragile hand.

Break the borders, loose the fences, let the gates be opened wide,

For the wind has never needed walls, and the moon commands the tide.

See the children caught in silence, see the cities turned to dust,
While the wealth of all the nations arms destruction, feeds distrust.
Take the gold that Feeds the fire, take the silver forged For war,
Turn it into bread For hunger, open every shattered door.

For no creed and no division, no colour, caste, or chart

Has ever weighed a human soul - We are measured by the heart.

Let us be: = Waves of one unending sea,
= Leaves of one enduring tree,
« Stars within one galaxy.

We must learn the quiet wisdom that the ancient forests keep:
How they stand as one in stillness, yet each root runs buried deep.

The world is tired of mourning,

She is pleading for release,

She can no longer carry the endless weight of grief and war
Let peace be the only banner

No other flag above

One human family united
Beneath one sky of love...

V.T.V. Damodaran
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THANKS & GRATITUDE TO UAE

His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, V.T.V. Damodaran
Abu Dhabi
President of the United Arab Emirates and Ruler of Abu Dhabi 08/03/2026

As a resident who has called Abu Dhabi “Home” for over three decades, | am writing to your Highness with a heart full
of gratitude and profound respect.

| was moved while watching the video of Your Highness visiting our injured brothers in the hospital. In those moments,

| I did not just see a World Leader,
| saw a Father and a Protector. Your presence at the bedside of those affected by the tragic incidents of conflict

was a powerful manifestation of the "Humanity First" principle that defines the United Arab Emirates.

For the past one week, every resident, local or tourists in the UAE were awestruck at the security,
vision, preparedness, and steadfast response this country’s Armed Forces, Ministries and
Departments displayed in ensuring the safety of everyone. The kind of coordination and
cooperation among the Govt. and the people are unprecedented anywhere in the world! It
was immensely surprising to understand the kind of diligence silently, ensuring the safety
and wellbeing of every person in the country.

It is a tremendous assurance that even when we are at work, or sleep we are being looked after by the brave men and

I women of this great nation, risking their lives, having their eyes looking at every direction, 24/7, scanning for any threats

| and neutralizing them, so that the UAE remains the safest country in the world.

|| lvividly remember the extraordinary care and protection during the time of COVID-19, a period that proved to the world
I that no one under your care would ever be left behind. This time also we experienced the strength and resilience of

this great county and its people. Today, that sense of security remains unshakable.

Acquaintances, friendships, and professional bonds transform into family when individuals remain committed through
thick and thin. As Indians, we live by the philosophy of "Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam"—the belief that the entire World is
. | one Family. In this spirit, we have come to regard our Emirati brothers and sisters as our closest kin.

|

| This enduring bond is beautifully honoured by the UAE's declaration of 2026 as the "Year of the Family." This initiative,
dedicated to strengthening the social fabric and values that unite us, resonates deeply with our community. Focusing
' on the family as the foundational unit of society is a true testament to your vision, it serves as a global example of
' compassionate and thoughtful leadership.

Under your guidance, we do not merely reside in this nation—we thrive. Your Highness’s commitment to these values
ensures that we feel more than just welcome; we feel safe, supported, and truly at home.
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FATHER OF INDIA FATHER OF UAE

il o

.

MOHANDAS KARAMCHAND GANDHI SHEIKH ZAYED BIN SULTAN AL NAHYAN

1869-1948 1918-2004
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